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“SOMEDAY is not a day of the week” 
Denise Brennan-Nelson 

 
November 25, 2020 
 
 
Dear Pittsgrove Township School District Staff, Parents & Guardians: 
 
As we continue to grapple with the reality of the restrictions of a COVID-19 school schedule and the 
emotional impact of having a downsized pandemic version of Thanksgiving, it is important for us to 
understand and embrace the idea as stated in the quote above, that Someday is not just a day of the 
week. Rather, it is a mindset of hope and a belief that there is a Someday on the horizon, that things will 
get better, and that we will Someday return to normal.   
 
Moving into the New Jersey Department of Health’s Orange Category this past week proved quite a 
challenge, but it was tempered by the performance our staff, teachers, and administrators as they 
continued to provide our educational program under very difficult conditions. Equally as impressive was 
the response of our parents and students who have abided by the COVID-19 guidelines and our pleas to 
monitor COVID-like symptoms. This collaborative effort has enabled our district to remain open while 
other schools shifted to an All Virtual schedule. As a supportive strategy to better manage the 
implementation of the Orange Category requirements in the elementary schools (Olivet and Elmer), we 
will be incorporating a Virtual Wednesday upon our return the week of November 30th.  More information 
will be forthcoming from the Principals. 
 
In the spirit of transparency I am sharing the most update summary of cases since we have gone to the 
Orange Category: 
 
As I previously mentioned, Thursday, November 19, 2020 we were moved into an Orange High Risk 
Category. This meant that the definition of a “Presumptive Positive” individual changed from a person 
who was in close proximity to someone who tested positive, to a person being considered “Presumptive 
Positive” simply if they show a number of COVID-19 like symptoms. All Presumptive Positives and Close 
Contacts have to Quarantine for 14 days or until the Presumptive Positive individual’s COVID test comes 
back negative in which case the quarantines are rescinded.  
 

To date, this is a summary of our Presumptive Positives under the new Orange determinations: 
 

Thursday 11/19/20 
• High School - 1 student was identified as Presumptive Positive resulting in 4 close 

contacts being quarantined. Test results have not come back yet.  
 

Friday 11/20/20   
• High School - 4 students were identified as Presumptive Positive resulting in 32 close 

contacts being quarantined. As of today, 3 tests came back negative and thus about 20 
student quarantines were rescinded.  



 
• Middle School - 1 student was identified as a Presumptive Positive resulting in 15 close 

contacts being quarantined. We have yet to receive the test result of the Presumptive 
Positive Student.  

• Elmer School - 1 student was identified as a Presumptive Positive resulting in 20 close 
contacts (students) and 1 teacher being quarantined.  

 
 Sunday 11/22/20 

• A letter was sent to all parents requesting that they keep their children home if their child 
exhibits any of the COVID like symptoms as per the Orange Category Guidelines as 
articulated in the letter.  

 
 Monday 11/23/20 

• As a result of the letter we had a high rate of absenteeism across the district which was 
indicative of parents heeding the advice as expressed in the letter. 

• High School - No new Presumptive Positives were reported  
• Middle School - No new Presumptive Positives were reported 
• Olivet - 3 new Presumptive Positive cases resulting in 32 students, 2 teachers, and 2 

aides determined to be close contacts and quarantined.  
• Elmer - 1 Aide reported having symptoms and thus was determined to be Presumptive 

Positive. One other aide, the teacher, and 1 student were identified as close contacts and 
quarantined. 

• Norma - 1 student was identified as a Presumptive Positive, resulting in 8 students, 1 
teacher, and 1 aide determined to be close contacts and quarantined.  

 
 Tuesday 11/24  

• All schools had 0 presumptive positive cases. 
 
 Wednesday 11/ 25  

• Olivet had 1 Presumptive Positive Case, resulting in 20 students and 1 teacher having 
to quarantine.  

 
As of now, there are no students or staff members who were Presumptive Positive who have 
tested positive. As test results come back from the Presumptive Positives, more quarantine 
directives may be rescinded if they are negative. If they are positive, the quarantine will remain in 
place for the designated 14 days (Dec. 4).  
 
Furthermore, to better monitor our cases we have created a district wide COVID-19 Daily Case 
Report Form which provides daily information on the number of Positive Cases, Presumptive 
Positive Cases, and other related data such as the number of individuals being quarantined etc. 
This report will be posted on the website for all to view. 
 
 A new COVID-19 INFORMATION PAGE has been created for the public to access pertinent 
information. The above mentioned PTSD Daily Case Report Form will be posted along with other 
helpful resources such as COVID Symptoms Checklist, Quarantine Info, NJDOH Daily Positivity 
Rates and Weekly Regional Risk Ratings (Green, Yellow, Orange, Red), Salem County Test 
Sites, and the Superintendent Update letters. This link is posted on the District website and each 
of the school sites.  
 

Finally, in addition to being thankful for the efforts displayed by our staff, students, and families, I would 
like to acknowledge our unsung heroes, our School Nurses, They have been an invaluable resource 
since the onset of this pandemic and their dedication, professionalism, and expertise have assisted us in 
navigating these difficult times.  
 
As we gather tomorrow to give thanks, I ask that we do so in a meaningful and responsibly safe manner 
that will hasten that Someday and ensure that it will be here sooner than later.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas A. Coleman, Jr., Interim Superintendent of Schools 


